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Dr. Choi Yanghee

The Honorable Minister of Science, ICT and Future Planning
Mintstry of Science, ICT and Future Planning

47 Gwanmun-ro

Gwacheon-si

Gyeonggi-do 13809

Republic of Korea

Dear Minister Dr. Chot Yanghee:

The members of the internanonal nuclear science community, represented through the membership in the Intemanonal Union of
Pute and Applied Physics (IUPAP} Working Group on International Cooperanon in Nuclear Physics (WG.9), want to congratulate
you and the Korean Government on the substantal progress that has been made 1n the research environment in Korea through the
on-going construction of a world-class accelerator project there. Bur they also wish to express a concern about the lack of an
organized and international users group, a research group whose activities are centered on the facility, which is believed to be crucial
for the overall success of the nuclear and particle phystcs and related applied physics program at the facihty RAON,

They are very much encouraged to learn that the Instiute of Basic Science (IBS), which was established 3 vears ago, already is being
recognized for its excellent research activities from its 26 research groups/centers of about 50 scientists each!. Parucularly, the
Korean Government’s leadership in providing the IBS with a world-class and compentive accelerator, the Rare Isotope Beam
accelerator, RAON, along with the major investment o ensure 1ts successful complention, 1s well recognized 1n the science
community. This facility will provide a major advance in Kotean researcher’s ability to make signiftcant scientfic contributions, and
it also will increase global collaborations in many related areas.

Despite the strong progress in the facility, however, there are concerns thar there is not yert in place a core research group for
nuclear physics and related science to parallel the progress in the new RAON facility. It s clear, and has been demonstrared by
other major accelerator projects around the world, that a facility and the dedicated research group are two pillars that are required to
make the project successful. Furthermore it 15 well known that it takes nearly as long to prepare a world-class research program as
1o construct the accelerator ttself. It 1s important, therefore, to form a research group now, including both expenmental and
theoretical researchers, to orient the facility towaed the right direction for high impact science, in tandem wath the construcuon.

! Math (1), Physics (8), Chemustry (6), Life Science (8) and Interdisciplinary (3}, More details are found in
hirp:/ /ewwibs.re.kt b0l 03 g1,
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A first-rare research team of sciennzts will also attract the next generanon workforce to the science of RAON. This young
workforce is the key to the success of continued scienufic achievements and scienafic progress of Korea as well as the world
science community. As the education to produce the experts takes several years, early deployment of a research ream wll provide
the opportunity for a wader audience of students to learn where the current scienufic hornizons ase ar the other major accelerator
facthnes around the world. It 1s hoped that RAON and IBS become one of the most attracuve and active centers for students and
aspining researchers, from Asia and around the world, helping them realize their dream and passion for science.

Therefore, on behalf of members of TUPAP WG.9 we would like to encourage the Korean Government to help facihitate the early
estabhishment of RAON research groups as the core teams for the RAON science programs. The Korean Government’s continued
leadership in this regard will secure an envirenment where the RAON program may compete and collaborate wath other world-
renowned instinutes and facilines. It can be assured that the intemational auclear physics community is eager to become major
collaborators in the RAON research program and wish to be the witness to the remarkable success of Korean research effors,

This missive 1s wrtten on behalf of the members of IUPAP WG.9, with the following membership:

Robert E. Trbble, (Texas A&\ Chair

Anthony W, Thomas (University of Adelaide) Past-Chair

Willem T. H. van Oers (University of Mamtoba/TRIUMEF) Secretary

Faical Azaiez (Director I"'Themba Laboratonies, Zuid-Afrika)

Jonathan Bagger (Director TRIUMF, Canada)

Angela Bracco (INFIN-Milano, Italy) Chair of NuPECC

Pierhugt Campana (Director Laborator1 Nazionali di Frascan, Ttaly)

Hideto En’yo (Director RIKEN Nishina Cenrer for Accelerator Based Science, Japan)
Donald F. Geesaman (ANL, USA) Past-Chair of NSAC

Thomas Glasmacher (Director FRIB, USA)

David W. Hertzog (University of Washington, USA) Chair of NSAC

Kazlheinz Langanke (Sciennfic-Director GS1, Germany)

Alinka Lepine-Szily (U. de Sao Paulo, Brazil) Co-Chair of ALAFNA, Chatr of C12
Victor A. Matveev {Director JINR-Dubna, Russia)

Dong-1l Min (Seoul Nanonal University, Korea) Chair of ANPhA

Hugh Montgomery (Director Jefferson Laboratory, USA)

Berndt Mueller (Associate-Director BNL, USA)

Guenther Rosner (Unuversity of Glasgow, UK) Past-Chair of NuPECC

Naohito Saito (Director J-PARC, Japan)

Dinesh Savastava (Director VECC, India)

Yanlin Ye (Beijing University, China) Past-Chair of ANPhA

Wenlong Zhan (Vice-President Chinese Academy of Sciences, IMP-Lanzhou, China)

Sincerely,
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Robert E. Trbble, Chair of IUPAP WG.9
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Willem T. H. van QOers, Secretary of [UPAP WG.9
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